Wessex Quiltmakers’ Commemorative Wall Hanging Unveiled

“Celebrations”, a stunning 3-panel quilted wallhanging designed and created by members of Wessex Quiltmakers, was unveiled in Winchester on 18 January 2008 by Mrs Mary Fagan JP, HM Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire.  The hanging was commissioned to celebrate the 400th  anniversary of the formation of an educational establishment now known as Peter Symonds 6th Form College.

As a commemorative wallhanging, it incorporates many concepts associated with the college, including its motto “Counting in Ones”.  As befits the event for which it was made, 400 has been given some significance.  Also on each of the panels is a representation of a place of major importance to the college, including a photograph of the original plaque relating to the benefactor’s endowment.

Set within a visually pleasing frame of light oak, without glazing, this allows the full detail, luminescence of the fabric and subtle shadows formed by the quilting to be seen to great advantage.  A colour palette of gold, blue and terracotta, with turquoise as an accent colour, co-ordinates with the carpet and curtains in the Memorial Library where it hangs.  To integrate the design with the outstanding architectural features in the room and on the surrounding buildings, the design is depicted within rectangular blocks.

Silhouettes of celebrating students take centre stage, the strongly-lit background simulating their hopes and dreams for a bright future.  Subtle quilting lines, which give texture to the hanging, represent many aspects of life; there are four circles near the top centre, one for each of the last four centuries, while hatched lines and spirals indicate intellectual and personal challenges.  Aspects of architecture within the campus can also be seen in the piecing and quilting.

Techniques include piecing, appliqué, stencilling, fabric manipulation (pleating, tucking, gathering and folding) as well as machine and hand quilting.  The main fabric used is a stunning hand-dyed cotton sateen, blended with many other fabrics to achieve a vibrant and spectacular effect.  ‘Warm and Natural’ cotton batting was used, and a separate piece of cotton fabric protects the hanging, as it is against an outside wall.

The hanging was designed and made by a team of around seven members of Wessex Quiltmakers, co-ordinated by Marie Nicholson.  The group was pleased and proud to be involved with the 400th celebrations of Peter Symonds College, as many are parents whose children attended the college.  

Wessex Quiltmakers was inaugurated in Winchester in 1979 and holds meetings twice a month.  Members are planning an exhibition to mark the 30th anniversary in 2009.  For further information about the group, please contact Judy Hickman on 01962 880594

